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The Messenger is published monthly to inform members and friends of  
church news, upcoming events, and “food for thought”.   
Deadline for contributions is the 10th of each month.   

Contributions are subject to editing with regard to subject matter, space requirements, 
and timely submission.  The Editors and Staff appreciate your kind and thoughtful cooperation.   

For weekly updates, please come to Worship Service each Sunday morning  

From Pastor Jack’s Study: 
 

“CHURCH” 
 

What comes to your mind when you hear the word 
“church?”  If a cross section of our society were asked 
this question, the responses would probably include the 
following: 

●  A building to which you go if you want a religious experience. 
●  A place people are taught narrow beliefs and rigid rules. 
●  A Sunday meeting in which people sing old songs, listen to some 

yelling about sin, and are asked for money. 
●  An organization that opens its doors mostly for people who look, 

think,  and act alike. 
 

What comes to your mind when you hear the word “church?”  The 
Bible teaches us that the church is not a place or a building.  It is not an 
organized event or an exclusive belief system.  According to Scripture, the 
church is a company of people called out by God to be His kingdom    
community on earth.  Unlike a building, the real church has no walls or 
barriers and is not confined to one place.  The church consists of God’s 
people wherever they may be – a people unified by Christ, alive in His 
Spirit, and seeking to give God’s love, truth, hope, and peace to anyone in 
need. 

 

During these COVID-19 days we have an opportunity to underline 
the true definition of “church.”  Church is obviously not a building.        
Presently we are not even allowed to use a building for church.  Church is 
not just a gathering.  And what kind of gathering could we have?  We have 
been under “stay at home” instructions.  But the church has not stopped 
being the church.     (continued, page 2) 

First Presbyterian Church of Garden Grove 

Walking in Faith, Living in Hope, and Acting in Love 



The Messenger 2 

  

 Worship On-line Only For Now!  

 

Sunday, June 7 

“Life’s Most Important  
Relationships” 

Psalm 27:1-6 
1 John 1:1-7 

 

Sunday, June 14 

“The Results of  
Knowing God” 

Psalm 37:3-6 
1 John 2:3-10 

 

Sunday, June 21 

“Love Loose in the World” 
Psalm 107:1-9 
1 John 3:11-18 

(Father’s Day) 
 

 

Sunday, June 28 

“Completing Love” 
Psalm 136:1-4 
1 John 4:7-21 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Jack M. Loo,  
Transitional Pastor 

(continued from page 1) 

“CHURCH” 
 

 

The church is made up of God’s people 
wherever they may be, even sequestered at 
home.  It still consists of people unified by 
Christ, seeking to give God’s love and truth to 
anyone in need.  But during these days we do 
that creatively, within the limitations we live  
under, staying connected by utilizing phones, 
emails, texts, computer apps, and online    
worship services, to mention a few. 

 
Yes, we continue to be the church, the 

First Presbyterian Church of Garden Grove. 
 
God bless you all!   

   
  Blessings,  

   Pastor Jack  
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BLANKETS+ AND TOOLS OF HOPE OFFERING  
A SPECIAL OFFERING  

NORMALLY RECEIVED AT FPCGG 
ON MOTHER’S DAY AND FATHER’S DAY 

You're the Plus in Blankets+! 
  
Each year on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, FPCGG traditionally 
receives a special offering entitled Blankets+ which is forwarded to 
Church World Service.  For over 70 years, Church World Service 

has worked globally in partnership with local communities to identify their needs and access the  
resources they need to build the foundation for a more viable future, including:  
   ●  Blankets, tents, food, and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster; 
   ●  Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields;   
   ●  Wells to provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate crops and gardens;  
   ●  Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize their potential. 
   
In these days of stay-at-home orders , Mother’s Day and Father’s Day will not find us honoring  
mothers and fathers as we are together at worship and fellowshipping afterwards with “Muffins for 
Mom” and “Donuts for Dad”.  Nonetheless, Outreach Ministry encourages you to count up all the 
“mother” figures in your life, and all of the “father” figures in your life, and consider giving $5 in honor 
of each of them to the Blankets+ Tools of Hope Offering.  [You will, of course, be mailing your check 
to the church instead of placing it in a collection plate.]  
 
Five dollars will buy a blanket from Church World Service. And a blanket in the middle of a disaster 
can become: 
   ●  A tent! Shelter means someone can sleep at night and be awake and alert the next day to 
face the challenges of starting over. 
   ●  A coat! A coat will keep someone warm while she feeds her goats. 
   ●  A suitcase!  That case will be a way for a grandson to take supplies to his grandmother in 
the next village. 
   ●  A bed! A place to sleep at night means children can attend school during the day. 
 
Wow!  Blankets can do lots of things! And donations to Blankets+ do lots of things, too.  Our support 
provides blankets, tents, food, water in an emergency, and tools and training as communities seek 
to rebuild from a disaster or a pandemic. Your contribution to Blankets+ can become the gift of a 
hopeful future! 
 

Your contribution will help to build a world where there is enough for all. 
 

Thank you for caring! 
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MEET FPCGG BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR 
NINA TROGLIN 

 
 I was born in Santa Monica, CA, in 1978. I was raised mostly 
on a farm by my wonderful grandmother and grandfather in Idaho, 
although I have also lived in Rhode Island, Maine, and Oregon while 
growing up. I have an incredibly soft spot for animals... Who doesn’t? 
I am a single mother of three beautiful girls, ages 22, 20, and 14. 
 I am extremely excited and grateful for my new role here at 
First Presbyterian Church. I will work hard to try and fill Denise’s 
shoes. I love the work that everyone puts in here, and it’s nice  
working alongside people who truly show care and concern from the 
heart. I just may have to adopt you all! I look forward to meeting the 
rest of you once this pandemic is over. Stay safe until we meet. 

 God Bless.  Nina Troglin  
 

 

PRAY FOR THE FAMILIES DEAR TO US  
WHO ARE GRIEVING 

 
In these troubled times of stay-at-home-cautions, news of 
church families suffering loss has been communicated by 
telephone and word of mouth, but perhaps not to all who 
should have the information. The Messenger strives to  
further inform our church family by repeating news that may 
have come originally by Prayer Chain Call.  FPCGG asks 
that you pray for the families and friends who are dear to us 
and who are in need of healing and hope as they grieve the 
loss of their loved ones: 
 
Former member Bill Tackett left this earth on January 12, 2020, at age 87.  Bill and his wife Janice 
joined FPCGG in December of 1985, and had moved in 2017 to Davis, CA, in be closer to family.  
Jan’s contact information:  Janice Tackett, 1111 Alvarado Avenue, #221, Davis, CA 95616. 
 
Member Audie Fay Deckard has died.  Date of Birth: January 25, 1934.  Date of Death: April 4, 
2020. Audie joined FPCGG December 29, 1970. 
 
Member Verna Carpenter McNiel (Mrs. Robert) has died.  Date of Birth: July 27, 1937.  Date of 
Death: April 14, 2020. [We knew her as Kathleen.] Her daughter Jacquelyn had recently moved her 
to Mission Viejo. Kathleen joined FPCGG on May 26, 1957. 
 
Former member Julie Overholt Bradley Varley; age 59, died tragically on April 15

th
.  Julie was     

waiting in her car at a stoplight at Chapman and Euclid when she was rear-ended by an impaired 
driver who later committed suicide.  Julie was most recently a member of Good Shepherd           
Presbyterian Church in Los Alamitos.  She grew to Christian maturity at FPCGG.   
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FPCGG WORSHIP 
SERVICES DURING 

COVID-19 
by Christian Life Ministry 
Sharon Wolfe, Moderator 

 
During the first two weeks 
of the Pandemic, the 
FPCGG congregation saw 
nothing from our Sanctuary 
for worship. Then  
Community Presbyterian 
Church of San Juan  
Capistrano asked Pastor 
Jack to preach a sermon in 
their Sanctuary that they 
could put on YouTube for 
their congregation. That 
March 29

th
 sermon was 

shared with FPCGG, and 
we offered it to our loyal 
congregation.  
 
Then next week FPCGG 
decided we would like to video the entire worship service in our Sanctuary and send just the Sermon 
and Benediction to CPCSJC. Denise videoed the service with her mobile phone. The next week 
Wayne used his digital camera to video the service as Denise was filming the copy to be shared with 
the congregation. In the middle of the sermon, Wayne’s camera shut off after 12 minutes. Wayne 
told Pastor Jack that the camera must have gotten bored by the sermon! Wayne later found out the 
camera had an automatic shut off when the file was full. Denise continued to faithfully video each 
week’s service with her mobile phone.  
 
Knowing the time was running short until Denise’s move to Oregon, Wayne purchased a video  
camera to be able to continue to provide weekly worship services. The service for  Sunday, May 
24

th
, had several snags. Firstly, the program used to convert the multiple short videos to the  

computer was new to Wayne and the learning curve slowed that process to a crawl. After about  20 
hours, the file was uploaded and ready for Denise (in Oregon) to begin her magic, only to discover 
that one of the 12 short videos was missing. Overnight, Wayne was able to upload again and  
forward the missing video to Oregon. 
 
Denise then needed to edit the videos somewhat and convert them into a single video. The next 
step was to convert that single video into a YouTube video that would be sent out to the  
congregation. The internet speed at the new Cerince home in Oregon is quite slow and the last step 
became a large stumbling block.  
 
This whole process has been quite a trying learning process. It has been our hope that our church 
family have enjoyed the worship services. We know from conversations that all of you are anxious to 
return to the Sanctuary and the fellowship of others. We will not do that until we are certain that it will 
be safe for everyone.  
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DENISE CERINCE  
HAS BEGUN 

THE NEXT CHAPTER  
IN HER LIFE 

 
In her last four days as FPCGG 
Business Administrator, Denise 
Cerince worked with Nina Troglin to 
familiarize her with as much as  
possible about the FPCGG campus 
and the tasks with which Nina is 
now entrusted.  Denise also served 
as worship assistant, reading  
scripture, as she videoed her final 
FPCGG worship time.  During that 
filming, a committee from Session 
presented Denise with a  
remembrance gift, a yard stake of 
stones shaped as a heart,  
something she will be able to 
“plant” in Springfield, Oregon, as 

the Cerinces settle into their new “farm” home.   
 
Then, Bob and Denise and their son J.D., his wife  
Gabriella and some moving helpers packed all their  
belongings into rented moving vehicles.  Friends, family, 
and church members participated in a “drive by” on  
Saturday and Sunday.  On Monday, May 18

th
, the  

convoy of a 26’ truck,  a 15’ car transport pulling a 6’ x 
12’ trailer , followed by J.D.’s  pick-up began the journey.  
By 11:05 am, they had made it over the Grapevine and 
were well on their way to motel reservations in Redding.  
On Tuesday they did complete that tiring journey so now 
Denise and her family are beginning the next chapter in 
their adventuresome life.  They have unloaded the rental 
vehicles and begun constructing tortoise and bunny  
enclosures and figuring out internet connections.   
 
Bob and Denise have promised to return for a weekend 
visit when it is safe for all of us to gather as a group to 
wish them a collective farewell. Until then, phone calls 
and emails will be our only connection to the beloved gal 
who kept all of us and FPCGG in line.  Our prayers for a 
meaningful future are with the Cerince clan. 
 

Robert and Denise Cerince 
89980 Hill Rd. 

Springfield, OR 97478 

Joan Mildenstein, Pat Pinckney, Denise Cerince and her Heart 
Lawn Stake, and Pastor Jack in the FPCGG Sanctuary. 

Denise and Bob and the 26’ Rental Truck 
which they loaded for Oregon. 
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HEALTHY ADVICE FROM AARP MAGAZINE, APRIL/MAY 2020 
 
In a footnote to an article quoting Sanjay Gupta, M.D., writer of a new book entitled 
Keep Sharp, BUILD A BETTER BRAIN AT ANY AGE, AARP suggests doing these 
four things every day:  
 
“1.  Spend time with friends and family; engage your brain by discussing current 
events or new ideas. 

 2.  Read or write. 
 3.  Exercise, even if it’s just a brisk walk. 
 4.  Practice a new skill, particularly something that involves creating with your hands. 
This could be gardening, playing an instrument, or tying flies.” 

READ WITH THE FPCGG BOOK CLUB! 
 
The FPCGG Book Club genuinely enjoys choosing a good book to read, reading it, and then  
meeting to enjoy each other’s fellowship and discuss the book. (Our discussions often branch out to 
include numbers of additional interesting topics.)  During the health crisis of the Pandemic, we are 
unable to follow our traditional plan to meet at a local restaurant to savor their cooking and then  
utilize their seating as we share our camaraderie. We are still figuring out how we are going to 
 manage gathering when it is safe to do so, but we are reading and invite you to share in our reading 
adventure. 
 
We have chosen our June book, Masked Prey by John Sandford, a New York Times bestselling  
author.  Masked Prey  is rated 4.27 (out of 5) by the website goodreads.com, and is # 30 in the  
Lucas Davenport series.   Lucas Davenport started out as a top-notch Minnesota police detective 
who has evolved to a U.S. Marshall.  In this thriller he investigates a blog 
which appears to be targeting the children of U.S. politicians.   
 
Secure a copy of Sandford’s newest suspense novel and join us! 
 

Direct your questions to Joan Mildenstein (714.539.1034). 
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Dear Denise Cerince and First Presbyterian Church of Garden Grove, 
  
Congratulations!  On May 21

st
,  the Strategic Coordinating Team (SCT) of the Presbytery of Los 

Ranchos approved a grant of $2,000 for your Shower Plus Ministry.  Los Ranchos Presbytery and 
our area churches are very grateful for your ministry to the homeless, and we are lifting you up in 
prayer in these days. 
  
God's peace and grace, 
  
Rev. Jonas Hayes 
Worldwide Mission & Community Engagement Convener of the SCT 
Grace First Presbyterian Church, Senior Pastor 

MAY UP-DATE  
FROM SHOWER PLUS MINISTRY 

by Tom E Windhausen,  
Coordinator, First Presbyterian Church of Garden Grove 

 
 Our May experiences in meeting some of 
the basic needs for those in our community without 
homes as an extension of the FPCGG Shower 
Plus Ministry have been amazing. We averaged helping between 40 to 50 plus people each day the 
first two weeks, and between 55-65 people each day the last two. We have been serving them hot 
breakfasts, giving them goodie bags along with toiletries, and distributing their mail, and on a case by 
case basis, making  the clothing room available to them at times.  A lot of the participants who       
applied for their $1,200 government stimulus checks got theirs in the mail this week, so needless to 
say we had a lot of happy campers this past week.  
 The troops and I got the storage room all organized and brought up to code. It looks  
wonderful!  We are also going to get the clothing room back up to the same standards.  Also, each 
and every one of our volunteers is just as healthy and robust as the first day this pandemic started. 
Not a single one of us has gotten even the sniffles throughout this pandemic. So that tells me the 
precautions we have been taking are paying off.   
 Throughout this entire ordeal, Food Finders AND our good friends over at Costco have been 
incredibly good to us each and every week. My mom Joan, who retired last year, has been  
volunteering at our ministry, and she does Food Finders and Costco pickups with me.. We came 
across this huge homeless encampment on Katella and Beach Blvd a couple of weeks ago, and ever 
since then we have been stopping off there to hand out the bulk of our Costco pickup to feed them 
breakfast every Wednesday morning. I also take a case of water to pass out with it. The people we 
help out there at the encampment are incredibly grateful for it.  
 More fantastic news—former FPCGG member Deanne Rosenson has donated  50+ reusable 
face masks to our ministry. 
 We are doing good work here, and being able to even do just the breakfasts that we have 
been doing has been such a blessing, not just to the participants who show up for a hot meal, but 
also to me and our volunteers, because being able to help those who need it, especially now,  
seriously nourishes our souls. Anyways, things are awesome. 
 Thank you. Hope you have a nice week, that you are doing well, being healthy, and safe. 
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Dark Clouds and Silver Linings 

by Tom Cramer | Mar 16, 2020 | Reflections Blog 
infor@losranchos.org 

 

The Glory of the Church 
 

It has been said, “The darkest clouds have the brightest linings.” Last week, the glory of the 
Church shone through our presbytery with such brilliance and creativity that it overshadowed the 
darkness. 

Leaders from our congregations immediately began to share on our Facebook page what they 
were doing in response to the news that was changing by the hour. It was a tour de force of            
innovation, teamwork, and positivity that I have never seen but always knew lay beneath the surface. 

If you read their posts, I think you will agree that they are doing an amazing job of keeping 
people safe and healthy during this crisis. But they are doing more than that. They are redeeming 
this present darkness by finding new ways to embody Christ’s love both inside and outside their 
churches. 

In closing, allow me to share 10 principles I’ve seen or heard from our leaders that I think 
would be good for us all to consider: 
 1. Get closer to God. If there was ever a time to read scripture, meditate and pray, it is now. 
 2. Listen to science and medical authorities. They have the real scoop on what helps and 
what doesn’t. 
 3. Stay positive. This is not a time to be critical, especially of your elders and pastors. Limit 
your complaining. No sniping. 
 4. Communicate often. Check in with your brothers and sisters in Christ by phone or email, 
not just to see how they are doing but to encourage them. 
 5. Remember you are part of something larger. Even though you cannot gather in the 
same way, it is only for a time. Your sacrifice will make a difference in the health of friends, loved 
ones, and society. 
 6. Get out in nature. Trees, streams, flowers and hills don’t catch COVID-19. Immerse     
yourself in the healing power of nature. 
 7. Get active. Whether you are inside or outside, move. Put on an exercise video, go on a 
hike, or shoot hoops at the local park. 
 8. Tackle nagging unfinished tasks (that drive you NUTs). Clean out your closet. Write that 
big report or paper. Plan your retirement. You get the idea. 
 9. Crack jokes and watch funny videos (or whatever makes you giggle). Kittens and     
puppies can be truly funny. 
 10. Look for miracles. There is nothing so powerful as unity. It is one of the Bible’s and     
Jesus’ favorite topics. When people set their hearts and minds on something together, amazing 
things happen. 
  
 With you on the way, 
 Tom 
 Los Ranchos Presbytery Co-Executive Vision and Mission 

https://losranchos.org/author/tomcramer/
https://losranchos.org/category/reflections-blog/
mailto:infor@losranchos.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/7588803049/
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Bread of Life 

BREAD OF LIFE DONATIONS 
 

 Non-perishable food items  
are collected monthly.  

These gifts are then shared with H.O.P.E., 
a Garden Grove organization  

which helps abandoned and abused women 
and children from disadvantaged families. 

Requested donations for June’s 
Bread of Life program: 

 macaroni and cheese, 
canned milk 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

“MUNCHIES FOR MISSION” 
June Focus: Monte Vista Grove Homes by Outreach Ministry 

  
 After Sunday worship, as we normally gather in the Choir Room for  
fellowship, coffee, and punch, we also may enjoy sweet treats from the 
“Munchies for Mission” table. Those goodies are donated each week; the 
binder with the upcoming calendar of volunteer sign-ups is on that table, along 
with a donations basket. Those cash donations (augmented by the Deacons’ 
Fund to reach $150 monthly) are sent to a designated local non-profit at the 
end of the month.  In June those “Munchies for Mission” moneys will be given 
to Monte Vista Grove Homes.  Deacons have agreed to pay this entire bill 
during the current health crisis. 
 Monte Vista Grove Homes is a residential Christian ministry dedicated 
to meeting the needs of qualified retirees of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. It 
was established in a Pasadena orange grove in 1924 by the Synod of         
California of the Presbyterian Church. It seeks to support its residents within 

the context of a caring, Christian community that assists in meeting their  spiritual, physical, social, 
and emotional needs and interests. It is a caring, beautiful, diverse, and active senior community 
serving Presbyterian pastors, missionaries, church workers, and the public. MVGH has 95 years of 
history providing compassionate, loving, and holistic support for older adults, including four levels of 
care: Independent, Assisted Living (The Hearth), Memory Care (The Ranch House), and Skilled 
Nursing (The Health Center). The Skilled Nursing, Assisted Living, and Memory Care Residences 
are open to the greater community.  More information may be gained at www.mvgh.org or by      
contacting the business office, Executive Director, Deborah Herbert, at 626.796.6135. 

 

JUNE 
 BIRTHDAYS 

 

10 Christin Warrick 
15 Bruce Weed 
16 Millie Purcey 
19 Stuart Allinger 
29 Ann Deckard, 
30 Norman Webb 

http://www.mvgh.org
https://www.mvgh.org/
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FINANCIAL NEWS 
by Administrative Ministry  

 
Here are the numbers! 
Commitments and Regular Giving Income as of April 30

th
, 2020 

 YTD 2020 Actual    $ 21,872.00 
 YTD 2020 Anticipated  $ 20,809.32  
 YTD Difference                $   1,062.68       Thank you for fulfilled commitments! 
  
Financial Update as of April 30

th
,  2020, for total income and expenses: 

 YTD 2020 Income   $ 60,930.40 
 YTD 2020 Expense   $ 66.117.07 
 YTD Difference                     ($   5,186.67)  Deficient: Reduced rental income 
    
Your Session is diligently striving to keep expenses reasonable.  This church family affirms that all 
that we have and all that we are have come from God; we give generously beyond ourselves — our 
time, our energies, and our financial resources — and we pray that God will continue to use them 
and us to serve the call of the church.  Our budget shortfall as a result of the Pandemic has been 
significant. 

 
A GIFT  

FROM A HIGHLY REGARDED FPCGG DEACON! 
 
In early May, FPCGG received an unexpected but very welcome 
communication from Madhuri Datar of Irvine, CA, administrator of 
The Portner Family Revocable Trust.  That note read: “Thank you 
for your patience through this long process! We hope the Portners 
are fondly remembered by all.”  Included was a check for $730.42, 
from the final disbursements of that trust.  As a faithful member, 
Aline provided for her church, and it has taken five years for the 
court process to be completed. 

 
Aline introduced us to Garden Grove’s GEM Theatre by donating tickets to events there to be sold 
at our traditional Deacons’ Auction. Joan Mildenstein recalls that she, Delores Johnson, Beverly 
Egan, and Aline would meet for lunch once a month.  “We would talk as if we were high school   
seniors.  Aline loved reading all the Margaret Truman books, and I helped her find the few in the set 
that she was missing. She was like a kid in a candy shop when she got a new one.  Whenever the 
Deacons hosted an event, Bev and she would man the beverage cart..  Aline would hand out coffee 
or punch with a smile and upbeat words.”   
 
Aline  Mahler Portner joined FPCGG on June 11

th
, 2006; she was member #3255.  She was  

ordained a Deacon on January 10, 2010, in the Class of 2012.  Aline died October 27, 2015, at the 
age of 88 years.   
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11832 Euclid Street
Garden Grove, CA  92840

(714) 534-2269

During these up-ending times when much of what is familiar is on hiatus, First  
Presbyterian Church of Garden Grove is still spreading the Good News of the Gospel 
and loving our church family and our neighbors.  We have people dedicated to  
telephoning those who may be stuck at home, we have seamstresses sewing masks 
for protection,  we have people looking after each other.  We are also striving to  
worship—virtually for now, complete with worship assistants to read scripture and  
music.   
 
Do not miss a sermon.  Access our website at www.fpcgg.org, click on Sermons at 
the ribbon at the top, then click on June, and locate the recent sermons that Pastor 
Jack has preached.   To God Be The Glory! 

http://www.fpcgg.org

